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During the past 8 years, Angie
and Gary Tomashowski have creat-
ed a serious business by virtually
creating a market in Mt. Charleston

real estate.
They have done so well that an

800 square foot cabin is now going
for $350,000 and there are numer-
ous million dollar and up properties
where just a short time ago $100,000
was considered a high price.

Apparently, one of their old

neighbors don’t like the new neigh-
borhood.

Last year, the Tomashowskis
duly went down to the county build-
ing and got a building permit to
build a retaining wall in front of
their house on Zugspitz way in the
Rainbow subdivision.

They built the wall, it was duly
inspected by the county building
department and signed off.

Then the neighbors who live
across the street started to complain
to the county.

And now, they appear to have
done so well in complaining that the
county’s Public Works Director him-
self, Martin Manning, has become
personally involved and has, in
essence, ordered the Tomashowskis
to take down their wall.

Manning says that the

Tomashowskis have encroached on
the county’s right of way.
He also denies that the investigation
and letter demanding the removal of
the wall was a result of the neigh-
bor’s complaint.

“We just chose this to be a
demonstration block,” said
Manning.

Did the complaints from the
neighbor have anything to do with
the “choosing” of that particular
block?

“It’ s immaterial,” answered
Manning, acknowledging that these
situations are common in the Mt.
Charleston subdivisions.

Immaterial, perhaps, but the let-
ter from Manning to the
Tomashowskis was carbon copied to
the complaining neighbor.

Asked about the county’s posi-

tion on a similar retaining wall about
40 steps away from and across the
street from the Tomashowski’s wall,
Manning couldn’t remember that
wall even though he personally went
out to investigate the
Tomashowski’s wall.

The basic problem goes back to
the 60’s when the streets were put in
to avoid the trees.  Manning told the
Penny Press that when the streets
were paved, they often were not
made 30-feet in width and in some
cases, including the Tomashowski’s
situation, homeowners actually gave
the county easements of their land
because the road simply didn’t go
where the survey said that it should.

“And the Tomashowskis were
most generous,” said Manning.
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But that hasn’t stopped the coun-
ty from telling them to take down
the wall in another area.

Manning’s position seems to be
that even when the county is wrong,
it’s right.

And he says that he’s not wor-
ried about lawsuits against the coun-
ty from the Tomashowskis or simi-
larly affected property owners.

“Sure,” he said, “A lawsuit
would be good.  There would be a
cloud on the titles of the property
and nobody could get title insur-
ance.”

What effect will Manning’s
“demonstration” block have on the
rest of Mt. Charleston?

“I’m not sure.  There are certain-
ly a lot of situations where there are
encroachments on the right of way
and there are some where the road
goes over private property.”

The bigger question of course,
appears to be the selection of this
block to be a “demonstration” block
as opposed to a massive effort to fix
a problem that the county itself
caused over the past 40 years.

Manning says that he wasn’t
influenced by the neighbor’s com-
plaints but the fact is that he decided
to pick this particular block and in
ordering the Tomashowskis to
remove the wall, carboned the com-
plaining neighbor.

The fact is that there are
instances on Mt. Charleston where

roads run through houses on a map
and according to the official survey.

And several local lawyers have
told the Penny Press that Manning is
leaving the county wide open for a
class action suit from the homeown-
ers who would be affected by a mas-
sive county crackdown.

Those same lawyers have told
the Penny Press that the
Tomashowskis may not only have a
suit against the county for selective
enforcement of something which
probably cannot be enforced, but the
complaining neighbor for abusing
the legal process since the construc-
tion was permitted by the county
and the neighbor filed the complaint
after the construction was finished.

Manning may have put the coun-

ty in a no-win position.
If they now try to enforce all of

the encroachments, they may be met
with stiff resistance from the home-
owners who may have several caus-
es of action against the county in the
areas where roads were built on pri-
vate property.

If they continue to try and
enforce Manning’s edict against the
Tomashowski’s wall, the
Tomashowski’s may have an action
for selective enforcement and abuse
of process.

Either way, the taxpayers will
foot the bill.

Continued from front page

County Trying Hardball With Homeowners
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Take Down This Wall!

But Not
THIS Wall

County To Homeowner:

Above is the w all which w as constructed b y Gary T omashowski on Zugspitz W ay in the R ainbow
subdivision with a count y building permit.  The letter from public works director Martin Manning,
who denies that complaints from a neighbor prompted his personal in volv ement is abo ve right
with a circle o ver the carbon cop y of that letter to the homeowner who complained.  Below is a
wall, also on the count y right of w ay (see inset photo for surv ey mark er), which is 40 steps a way
from the T omashowski’ s w all which w as not cited.  See front page story for further details.
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Commentary: Pat Choate
Washington
Influence Still
For Sale

The Japan Economic Journal
reported in 1980 that “Influence in
Washington is just like in Indonesia.  

It’s for sale.” It still is in 2003.  
Today, more than 100 foreign

governments and hundreds of for-
eign corporations are running on
going political campaigns in the
United States, as though they were a
third major political party. Mexico,
for instance, spent more than $50
million in 1993 to hire dozens of
Washington, D.C. Lobbyists, super-
lawyers, former trade officials,
political advisers, and public rela-
tions specialists to secure passage of
the North American Free
TradeAgreement.  

Japan is spending more than
$400 million annually to operate a

grass roots political machine across
America whose principal goal is
keep U.S. markets open to Japanese
imports and investments even as
Japan remains closed to U.S.
investors and exports.   Foreign cor-
porations and governments now
finance most of the work of those
U.S. think tanks and universities that
supply ideas to America’s opinion-
elite and politicians.  And corpora-
tions from dozens of countries are
contributing monies to both the
Democratic and Republican Parties
and hundreds of political candidates,
just as though they were American
voters. The goal of these foreign
political campaigns is simple —
shape the outcome of decisions that
directly affect their political and
economic interests, decisions in
which every day hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars — and cumulatively
billions of dollars — are on the line.  
By using their intelligence networks
to monitor discussions before deci-
sions have been made, their well-
connected Washington insiders to
lobby the U.S. Government, their

public relations flacks to shape jour-
nalists’coverage of issues important
to them, and by financing the work
of opinion leaders in American think
tanks and universities, these foreign
interests are able to shape how
Washington D.C. thinks and acts.
Foreign interference in America’s
domestic affairs is nothing new.
Ever since the arrival of Citizen
Genet in 1793, foreign interests
have regularly sought to influence
politics and public opinion in the
United States. The Greek Lobby, for
instance, has been able to sway U.S.
relations with Turkey, Greece’s
neighbor and rival. Fore many years,
Chiang Kai-shek’s Chine Lobby
dominated American thinking on
China.  The Irish Lobby has long
influenced American policies on
Northern Ireland. What is different
today is the scope, nature and goal
of this foreign politicking and pro-
pagandizing.  It’s goal is to buy eco-
nomic advantage — to win in the
backhalls of government instead of
in the open marketplace.  And of all
nations, Japan and China understand

best that political power in
American is a commodity like all
others that can be acquired by the
highest bidder.  Of all nations, Japan
and China have been willing to pay
the most to shape America’s atti-
tudes and actions.  Of all nations,
Japan and China wield the most
striking power over America’s eco-
nomic and trade policies.  And of all
nations, Japan and China succeeds
best at using its political strength in
America to gain economic advan-
tage for itself.   

This foreign influence exists
because our government is unwill-
ing to regulate such lobbying.
Increasingly, our Members of
Congress and Senators see them-
selves working on behalf of these
foreign interests when they leave
office.

No other nation would tolerate
such foreign influence.  

Neither should the United States.

—PAT CHOATE
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The Penny Press Tips Its Cap To:

Harrah’s for at least coming clean and admitting
that they stopped doing business with a Reno beer
distributer because they disagreed on tax issues.
The question is how well does that serve the
shareholders, but that’s a question than can only
be debated when the real reasons for not doing
business are released as Harrah’s finally did.

The Penny Press Sends A Bronx
Cheer And A Bouquet of Weeds To:
Miguel Barrientos, a local hispanic activist who
wants Nevada to issue drivers’licenses to illegal
aliens.  Here’s an interesting idea.  Why don’t we just
deport them?

UNLV President Carol Harter for even considering a
deal with an orthodontic company which would cre-
ate state sponsored indentured servitude.

Commentary: George Harris
These are taxing times.  In fact, 837 million

dollars worth of new non-educational taxes.  The
question is what did taxpayers do to deserve this
gigantic tax increase? It wasn’t to provide better
services for Nevadans, nor was it to fix the so-
called “structural defect in our taxing system.”
The pure and simple answer is it was a tax grab
by liberal Democrat legislators that was facilitat-
ed by a greedy gaming industry.

The tax-and-spenders won the battle during
the last legislative session and that’s why I need
your help in taking back our state.  Nevadan’s For
Sound Government is launching the “Taxpayer’s
Protection Initiative” to prohibit government
employees from serving in the Legislature, and I
am counting on your support.  

Big Gaming was focused on pushing thru a
“Gross Receipts Tax” on small business. Their
goal was to reduce the tax burden on gaming.  So,
gaming lobbyists were supporting every liberal
tax plan that came down the pike to insure they
had the votes for their “Gross receipts tax.”
Gaming was so committed to their plan they did-
n’t care what impact it had on the taxpayer.

With the blessing of big gaming, liberal, gov-
ernment-employee Democrat legislators went on
a spending frenzy and now that the dust has set-
tled, taxpayers will be paying the $837 million
tab left by these greedy politicans. A 37%
increase in government! 

And there in lies the problem. Government
employees serving in the legislature. How can the
taxpayer ever expect these legislators to protect

their interest?  These legislators are predisposed
to raise taxes and grow government.  There is no
incentive for them to cut government, if they do
they risk losing their jobs.

Double-dipping is a great job if you can get it.
Where else can you have a job that allows you to
increase your departments’budgets by 10, 20 or
30 percent?  Now that is job security. How many
of you can vote to increase your own pay raises?
It happens every time a public employee serves in
the legislature.  During this last legislative ses-
sion some government employees received 50%
pay increases.

I found it absolutely appalling that in these
times of economic weakness our State
Legislature shoved thru 837 million dollars in
new non-educational tax increases on to Nevada
taxpayers.  As long as government employees are
allowed to serve in the Legislature, we won’t see
any change in the future. In fact, it will be more
of the same if a legislature full of government
employees is allowed to continue running
roughshod over hapless taxpayers.  During the
last legislative session every major committee in
the Assembly was chaired by a government
employee.  

As loyal Nevadans, I wanted to let you know
of my intentions to file a constitutional amend-
ment to prohibit government employees from
serving in the Legislature.   For over the past 20
years I have worked hard to be a catalyst for pos-
itive change in State government, I have fought
relentlessly for the causes you and I believe in.  

I am so grateful for the outpouring of support
I have received from loyal Republicans like you.
Through my 20 years of politics, it has been peo-
ple like you that have made it possible for me to
be at the forefront of many of Nevada’s most
important political battles.

And, today my determination to fight for
reform of Nevada’s government is stronger than
ever.  The issue of stopping government employ-
ees from serving in the legislature must be our
first priority, I will continue to take on

Nevada’s most entrenched special interests to
move forward in our quest to bring true reform to
state government. 

Remember, if government employees are
allowed to continue to serve in the legislature,
taxpayers will continue to pay the bill for giant
government increases. I will be relentless in shin-
ing the spotlight on excessive government spend-
ing  and out-of-control government regulation
that only serves to waste our tax dollars and
undermine the future of our great State.

Clearly this is a vital issue that must be
addressed and resolved.

I owe so much of my success to Nevadans
like you, but to play a decisive role in solving this
issue, I need you to believe in me, and the
“Taxpayer’s Protection Initiative.”  With your
help we can stop the “Government Employee Tax
Train.” 

Thank you for your enduring support.

—GEORGE HARRIS
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OPINION
From The Publisher...

Time To Stop The Buying Of Politicians
This is a v ery str ange communit y which is about to change.

We’re not clairv oyant.  W e’v e just been there and done that in
the past.

What ’s str ange about this communit y is the seeming total disre -
gard our politician class has for the normal con ventions of ethics
and the la w which is now well established in most places, ev en
laggards lik e Oklahoma and Louisiana.  And T exas.

The reason that we’re more qualified to comment about these
sorts of things, as opposed to John R alston of the Las Vegas
Sun , is that we’v e actually spent part of our media career some -
where else where someone would go to jail for serving on a pub -
lic compan y’s board which she regulates while sitting on a cit y
council.  

Or “forgetting” a $60,000 loan from a car dealer y ou happen to
be pimping for while y ou serv e on the cit y council.

Or stealing money from the taxpa yers b y working for the cit y
while y ou double dip as a powerful state legislator and submit -
ting questionable time sheets.

Or trying to set up a priv ate compan y to do for a fee what y ou
are already getting paid to do as the count y recorder .

Or shaking down casino oper ators for  locations in their shopping
malls while serving on the count y commission.

Or allowing priv ate casino securit y guards to manhandle gam -
blers who they don’ t lik e because they’re considered “adv antage
pla yers” ev en though they’v e done nothing illegal.

This list can go on another three pages, but y ou get the point.

If , lik e most citiz ens of this communit y, y ou arriv ed in the past
10 y ears, y ou probably noticed that things are not done here as
they were probably done where y ou came from.  And where y ou
came from is probably irrelev ant.  Y ou can chalk that up to the
cit y’s roots in the teamster ’s centr al states pension fund.  Or the
fact that when we first started  legaliz ed gaming, the only guys
who could run a clean game couldn’ t get a license toda y.

Whatev er the historical reason for this,  the concept of politi -
cians as a commodit y to be bought and sold is also history .  

As bluntly as we know how to put this, y ou can mak e plent y of
money b y legally oper ating a casino or a strip club .  And if plen -
ty of money is not enough, then y ou should go to jail.

The fact is, none of the really stupid scandals which y ou’v e read

about in the last few y ears (and we ha ve alluded to abo ve)
would ha ve been possible without businessmen (and women)
who offered the money .  It ’s easy to put the stupid politician in
jail.  W e suspect that will begin to happen frequently in the next
year.

But what about the companies in volv ed?

Station Casinos is a publically owned compan y which put a sit -
ting Las V egas Cit y Councilwoman on their board.  They should
damn well know better .

There’ s a great hue and cry at the New Y ork Stock Ex change and
at the Securities and Ex change Commission about corpor ate
governance.  The v ery New Y ork Stock Ex change which lists
Station Casinos just changed CEO’ s to the v ery loud cries of
investors who were mad about that CEO’ s pa y package.  That
same SEC which regulates public companies had a lot to sa y to
the NYSE about that change.

It is hard to believ e that those same regulatory bodies won’ t
have the same interest in the corpor ate go vernance issues at
Station Casinos.

Do we believ e that the F ertitta family which controls Station
Casinos is intentionally subv erting the public trust?

No.

But we do believ e that this sort of thing has become normal
oper ating procedure around here for so long that nobody
thought it out before they brought L ynette McDonald onto their
board.  And, for the record, we ha ve no problem with their
choice of her on their board.  As long as she resigns her cit y
council seat.

And, where is the Gaming Commission in all this?

Certainly not taking an y mor al leadership , either .

It is high time that we in Nev ada allowed a new da y to da wn.  A
day in which the appear ance of impropriet y is worse than the
actual impropriet y itself .

It will happen here, just as it has happened in most of the other
49 states.

And we intend to use these pages to mak e sure that it does.

How much louder do we ha ve to t ype?

FRED WEINBERG
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Commentary: Doug Frenc h
Perkins Needs To Choose

Because of the great work of Knight Allen,
Assembly Speaker Richard Perkins will likely be
forced to choose between; his job of protecting-
and-serving the citizens of Henderson as Deputy
Police Chief, Operations Command, or his other
job of serving (himself) at the expense of taxpay-
ers while performing his Assembly Speaker
duties. 

Mr. Allen inquired with the U.S. Office of
Special Council back in April of last year as to
whether Mr. Perkins was violating the Hatch Act.
The Hatch Act governs employees “if they are
principally employed by state, county, or munici-
pal executive agencies in connection with pro-
grams financed in whole or in part by loans or
grants made by the United States or a federal
agency.” 

The Office of Special Council, in its response
to Mr. Allen indicated that it has “advised Mr.
Perkins about his violation and warned him that
future violations will be considered knowing and
willful, and could result in disciplinary action
charges being brought against him before the
Merit Systems Protection Board.” 

Sounds scary, but, Mr. Perkins told the Review
Journal, “I’m not terribly concerned about it.”  He
and Henderson City Attorney Shauna Hughes
believe that the Special Council will rethink their
opinion once they have a chance to see the
Henderson Police Department’s Hatch Act com-
pliance program that was implemented just for Mr.
Perkins.  You know, because, as Ms. Hughes says,
Perkins is “a real value to that department.” 

That’s right; in order to keep Perkins on the
job, so as to utilize his unique crime-fighting
skills, the City of Henderson Police Department
has created a Hatch Act compliance program.
This means that a part of the $48 million that
Henderson’s finest run through a year is spent on
tracking exactly where the $3 million to $5 million
in federal grant money is spent so that there is no
way that Mr. Perkins, despite being Deputy Police
Chief, would ever even accidentally perform his
duties with that funding. 

Can Shauna Hughes be serious?  I’m not sure
what is crazier; the fact that a police department
would create a program and waste money on
Hatch compliance for one employee, or the idea
that the program actually keeps Perkins from per-
forming duties that are financed with federal
money, and thus keeps him from being in viola-
tion? 

And just to rub salt in the taxpayers’collective
wound, Perkins told the RJ that he could retire,
because he has been on the force 20 years.  So, if
the Federal Government continues to irritate Mr.
Perkins over this piddly little misunderstanding,
then he’ll just retire.  Now, how many people do
you know who work in the private sector have the

luxury of retiring after 20 years? 
Mr. Allen has identified five other Assembly

members who may be violating the Hatch Act:
Assemblyman Kelvin Atkinson, Assemblywoman
Kathy McClain, Assemblyman John Oceguera,
Assemblywoman Shelia Leslie, and our friend
Assemblyman Wendell Williams. 

Do you suppose that Clark County, the North
Las Vegas Fire Department, Washoe County
District Court and the city of Las Vegas all have
Hatch Act compliance programs in place so that

these indispensable employees will not unwitting-
ly “perform duties in connection with an activity
financed in whole or in part by federal funds?” 

It would save a lot of time, money and trouble,
if these folks were just dismissed from Carson
City, never to return.   Petitions to ban government
employees from serving (themselves) in elective
office will be available for signature on October
31st. 

—DOUG FRENCH
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The Best Vegas Calendar BAR NONE!
By Billhere

brought to you by the VIVA LAS VEGAS NEWSLETTER.
Subscriptions to the free, e-mailed, VIVA LAS VEGAS NEWSLETTERand
complete index of Las Vegas coupons is available on the internet at:

ht tp:/ / www.billhere.com/ free.html
OPENED LAST MONTH:
====================
AIRPORT BOARDING:List of items permitted & prohibited:
http://www.tsa.gov/public/display?content=138
+++++
BALLY’S:Jubilee Show All Access Backstage Walking Tour started.
An actual Jubilee performer is your guide.
Mondays,Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2 p.m.
Minimum age is 13.Price is $10 for one hour per person or $16.50 for two hours per person.
Readers have sent in excellent reports on this tour.
Reservations or actual ticket purchases are at Bally’s Box Office.
+++++
BELLAGIO:TREASURES OF CHATSWORTH exhibit featuring the collection of the Duke and Duchess of
Devonshire of England.Crowns, tiaras,silver,porcelain and famous paintings by the Old Masters (da
Vinci,Van Dyck,Rembrandt,Rubens and others) opened in the Gallery of Fine Art inside the Bellagio.
Info.:http://www.bgfa.biz
+++++
CAESARS PALACE:Continued bad reports on the Celine Dion show.
Theater temperatures are in the unbearable high 80s to pamper her voice and the scene where
she was flying in the air with a male dancer is now being done by a 21-year old stand-in.
+++++
DUI LAW:Presumption of impairment reduced from 0.10 to 0.08.
Please take taxis if you are drinking,as Las Vegas police are conducting unannounced checkpoints.
+++++
EXCALIBUR:The free, Minstrels’Lounge on the casino floor,re-opened after remodeling.
+++++
FIESTA HENDERSON:Garduno’s Mexican Restaurant and Cantina opened.
+++++
LAS VEGAS OUTLET CENTER:Belz Factory Outlet changed its name to Las Vegas Outlet Center.
+++++
LAS VEGAS SURVEY:New survey shows, on average, that 8,000 new residents move into Las Vegas
each month but that 4,000 people leave Las Vegas each month.Also that 30% of Las Vegas casi-
nos’revenue are from table games but 70% are from slots/video poker.
+++++
MANDALAY BAY:Moorea Beach Club (a topless swimming pool area) opened next to Mandalay Beach.
Contrary to published reports, the topless beach club is open
to the public,but you have to pay to get in.On weekend nights, it’s a nightclub called the “Moorea
Ultra Beach Lounge”(not topless, but nearly).21 years or older for both places and VERY expen-
sive.Caesars Palace has the only other topless sunbathing.
+++++
MCCARRAN AIRPORT:SpeedCheck system has started at 
McCarran Airport with 38 self-service kiosks placed at various locations around the Airport.You
insert a credit card or frequent-flier card and the kiosk will print out for you a Boarding Pass.
Participating Airlines are America West,Continental,Delta,Northwest,Southwest and US Airways.
Only good if you are not checking any baggage.
There are also four kiosks in the Las Vegas Convention Center..
Photo ID will be required when passing through security.
Many airlines have their own Boarding Pass kiosks.
America West has started Internet check-in,whereby you can print your Boarding Pass off their
internet site (www.americawest.com).
+++++
MGM GRAND:Fiamma Trattoria Restaurant opened where Olio! Restaurant used to be.Across from

Coyote Cafe and Grill.
+++++
NFL FOOTBALL:The complete list is out of the 82 bars, taverns, etc.,who each root for only one
NFL Pro Football team,show all their team’s games (home and away) and have specials during
those games. If you have a favorite team,I urge you to attend this very  special ritual in Las
Vegas. The Chicago Bears and the Oakland Raiders tie with 10 Las Vegas locations each,but most
of the teams are listed.These locations go bananas when their team even makes a first down.You
can imagine what happens when their team scoresa touchdown (the place explodes).Lots of fun-
go early to get a seat!  The list is shown by each NFL team and is on the internet at:
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2003/Aug-31-Sun-2003/living/22019402.html
+++++
NFL MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL:Most Sportsbooks have special Monday night football parties now
that the season has started.
+++++
ORLEANS:Steve Dacri,Up-Close Magician,dinner show opened inside Sazio’s Restaurant.Internet:
http://www.stevedacri.com/OrleansShow.htm
+++++
PLAZA:Magician Dirk Arthur Show (formerly at Silverton) opened.
+++++
POKER (2003 WORLD SERIES):Excellent and lengthy article on Chris Moneymaker,the winner,who
parlayed $40 to win $2.5 million.Read the whole article at:http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/sto-
ries/archives/2003/aug/28/515536622.html
+++++
POKER PLAYER NEWSPAPER:Started up again.Available for free in most Poker Rooms or read all
the issues on the internet at:http://www.gamblingtimes.com/poker_player/pastissues.html
+++++
SAPPHIRE GENTLEMENS CLUB:Hypnotist show “Sex Strikes Back”opened in,of all places, inside the
Sapphire strip club,in a 400-seat showroom.Tel.:1-866-739-7874.What will they think of next?
+++++
SILVERTON:Shady Grove Lounge now open where Rattlesnake Ricky’s used to be located.Two minia-
ture bowling lanes will be  the highlight.
+++++
STATION CASINOS:All Station Casinos,except Green Valley Ranch,are offering $6.99 per person,night-
ly Dinner Buffets, during all of October.No coupon required.The offer does not apply during hol-
idays and specialty nights. Call first.
+++++
TREASURES,a new,huge,$30 million topless club opened on the east side of I-15,between Sahara
and Spring Mountain.Badly located at 2801 Westwood Drive just off Highland Dr.Phone:(702)
257-3030.Competition to Jaguars and Sapphire.
+++++
TV:New TV drama show “LAS VEGAS”started starring James Caan at 9 p.m.on [NBC-TV] on Monday
nights. The casino in the series is Mandalay Bay.
+++++
USA TODAY:Reveals the 7 biggest travel sins:Overeating,overdrinking,stealing hotel supplies,watch-
ing in-room porn movies,visiting strip clubs,cheating on expense accounts and the “big one”:infi-
delity.
+++++
VENETIAN:AQUAKNOX Seafood Restaurant opened in the space formerly occupied by Star Canyon
Restaurant.
+++++
VISITORS CENTER:Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority moved their Visitors Center from Jean,
NV to Primm,NV,just beside the Fashion Outlet Mall.
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Not Done Yet
www.repealthet axes.com
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Commentary: Alber t Thomas
Trading For A Living

How many times have you said to yourself,
“I’d like to quit this job and just make a living
trading in the stock market”? Well, maybe you
can, BUT…… 

There a few things to consider. 
First, you have to have enough money to gen-

erate the income you need for your daily expens-
es and that amount is going to vary considerably
depending upon the trading system. Shorter term
methods will require less starting capital than
longer term trend following or momentum sys-
tems. I am not an advocate of day trading. It takes
a certain type of a very disciplined personality.
Even though I was an exchange member I did not
stand in the pit and makes scores of trades each
day. The long term worked for me. 

How much income do you need? $50,000,
$100,000, more? Based on your starting capital
what kind of profits can you expect? 
Once you have decided on any system you must
get to know it and should paper trade it for 6
months before putting real money on the line.
Assuming you have a successful method you then
must have the discipline to follow its rules even
when you think they are wrong. You must take
every trade. There are hundreds of systems and
the magazine Futures Truth follows about 300
and prints their returns every 2 months. 

The easiest method is a momentum system
with stop-losses built in to reduce your draw
down during a bad trade. Even the best system
only wins 50% of the time or less. The closer
(more frequent trades) you get to the market the
more random it seems. That is called noise and it
can drown you out. 

You won’t need expensive overhead as you
can work from home, but you will need a high
speed computer, maybe more than one, with good
software. In some places brokerage companies
will provide a workstation for active traders. 

The most important thing about trading is
having a good exit strategy. Staying with a losing
position will break you every time. You must
keep losses to a minimum. 

The size of the position you take is another
factor. If you decide never to risk more than one
or 2% of your total assets on any trade that will
determine the number of shares you can buy. If
you have $100,000 and limit your risk to 2%
($2,000) using a 10% stop loss then you can buy
10,000 shares of a $2.00 stock or 200 shares of a
$10 stock as your 10% loss will come to $2,000
(2%) in each trade. 

There are many other considerations to trad-
ing for a living and one of the most important is
your emotional stability. How will you handle
those losses? Can you stand 5 or 6 losing trades
in a row? Or more? 

I know the answers to all these questions

because I have been there and done that and I do
not recommend you quit your job to do it. 

ALBERT THOMAS
Copyright 2003 Albert W. Thomas All rights reserved.
Author of “IF IT DOESN’TGO UP, DON’T BUY IT!”
Comments to info@mutualfundmagic.com

Putt For Dough Tourney
Success For Greens of LV
UNLV Golfer Brien Davis won the second Putt For
Dough Tournament at the Greens of Las Vegas shooting 4
under par last Saterday afternoon.  Eighty golfers showed
off their putting skills at the Pete Dye designed facility.
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Increase Your Cash Flow
Cut Your Cash Expense!
Use your excess inventory to create more

cash flow through barter.
We’ll show you how.

Call our 
Las Vegas
office at
739-3474
Use Your
Assets to
Increase
Your
Business!
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